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Appendix 1: Background and experience of Dr Lucy Wright 
 

Background and Experience 
1.1 I am a Principal Conservation Scientist at the RSPB Centre for Conservation Science where I 

lead the team that provides scientific advice on casework (i.e. where proposed developments 
might affect birds or their habitats). I am a member of British Ecological Society, British 
Ornithologists’ Union, British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and International Wader Study 
Group. I hold a BSc (Hons) (first class) in Ecology, Conservation and Environment, a Masters of 
Research (MRes) in Ecology and Environmental Management, both from the University of 
York, and a PhD in Environmental Sciences from the University of East Anglia. 
 

1.2 My research has focussed on understanding the impacts of man-made developments and 
activities on birds, as well as understanding bird responses to habitat change and other 
changes to their ecosystems. I previously spent 9 years working in the Wetland and Marine 
Research Team at the BTO, where my research focussed mainly on waterbirds and seabirds, 
including many of the wintering and breeding bird species that occur within the Application 
site and surrounding areas. 

 
1.3 I have published a combined total of over 40 peer-reviewed papers and research reports on 

bird ecology and assessing the impacts of developments (a list of my publications is given in 
Appendix 1). I have also contributed to national guidance on bird survey and modelling 
methodologies for impact assessment (e.g. Wright et al. 2012, Maclean et al. 2009). I have 
provided scientific advice to the UK Government and their agencies in relation to the 
designation of marine and coastal protected area networks including Special Protection Areas 
(e.g. Cook et al. 2015, Ross-Smith et al. 2012). 

 
1.4 I have led high-profile impact assessment work related to proposed developments affecting 

wintering and migratory bird species in coastal Special Protection Areas. For example, I was 
the lead author of the biodiversity assessment for the UK Government’s Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of tidal power options on the Severn Estuary (Wright & Clark 
2010), and I led a review of the likely impacts on birds of proposed airport development in the 
Thames Estuary (Wright et al. 2014). I coordinated the Strategic Ornithological Support 
Services group that provided advice on ornithological issues to the UK offshore wind industry 
and helped to develop national guidance on addressing these issues. I have worked on a 
number of other impact assessments in relation to proposed development effects on coastal 
and marine birds and potential mitigation/compensation measures (e.g. Wright et al. 2010, 
Burton et al. 2013, 2014, 2015). 

 
1.5 I am the Chair of the BTO’s Ringing Committee, which oversees the scientific strategy for bird 

ringing, and the activities of around 3,000 licensed bird ringers and trainees, across Britain and 
Ireland. I am one of around 35 people in Britain and Ireland licensed to use cannon nets to 
catch waders (shorebirds) for scientific study; gaining such a license is a complex and specialist 
process, requiring significant expertise and a detailed understanding of wader behaviour 
gained through many hundreds of hours of field observation. I am one of the leading members 
of one of the world’s longest-running and most active wader study groups, the Wash Wader 
Ringing Group, and a member of its Scientific Committee. Through this role I have provided 
training and advice on the study of wading birds to scientists from around the world. I am also 
a Board Member, Trustee and Director of the British Trust for Ornithology, and a Council 
Member and Trustee of the British Ornithologists’ Union and Chair of their Awards 
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Nominations Committee. For five years (2016-2021) I was an Associate Editor of the BTO’s 
scientific journal Bird Study. 

 
1.6 I sit on several scientific advisory panels and steering groups for particular projects, mostly 

relating to improving methodologies for the ornithological parts of Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). For example, I sit on The Crown Estate’s Expert Working Group in relation 
to plan-level Habitats Regulations Assessment for new offshore wind leasing rounds. 

 

2. Dr Lucy Wright publication list 
The following is a list of publications authored or co-authored by Dr Lucy Wright, given to support 

the outline of her experience. Publications are listed in reverse chronological order 

Bowgen, K.M., Wright, L.J., Calbrade, N.A., Coker, D., Dodd, S.G., Hainsworth, I., Howells, R.J., Hughes, 

D.S., Jenks, P., Murphy, M.D., Sanderson, W.G., Taylor, R.C. & Burton, N.H.K. 2022. Resilient protected 

area network enables species adaptation that mitigates the impact of a crash in food supply. Marine 

Ecology Progress Series 681: 211-225.  

Cook, A.S.C.P., Burton, N.H.K., Dodd, S.G., Foster, S., Pell, R.J., Ward, R.M., Wright, L.J. & Robinson, 

R.A. 2021. Temperature and density influence survival in a rapidly declining migratory shorebird. 

Biological Conservation 260: 109198.  

O’Hanlon, N.J., Wischnewski, S., Butler, A., Ewing, D., Gunn, C., Jones, E.L., Newell, M., Newman, K., 

Quintin, M., Searle, K., Walker, R., Humphreys, E.M., Wright, L.J., Daunt, F. & Robinson, R.A. 2021. 

Feasibility study of large-scale deployment of colour-ringing on Black-legged Kittiwake populations to 

improve the realism of demographic models assessing the population impacts of offshore wind farms. 

JNCC Report No. 684, JNCC, Peterborough.  

Gauld, J., Bennun, L., Cook, A., Jobson, B., Oppel, S., Allinson, T.S.M., Franco, A., Gregory, R., Green, 

R., Humphreys, L., McCluskie, A., Petrovan, S., Silva, J.P., Thaxter, C., Wischnewski, S. & Wright, L.J. 

2019. The fourth grand challenge in the science of wind energy: minimising biodiversity impacts. 

Science 366, Issue 6464: eaau2027. Doi: 10.1126/science.aau2027 (e-letter response). 

Wischnewski, S., Fox, D.S., McCluskie, A. & Wright, L.J. 2018. Seabird tracking at the Flamborough & 

Filey Coast: Assessing the impacts of offshore wind turbines. Pilot study 2017. RSPB Centre for 

Conservation Science Report, RSPB, Sandy. 

Scragg, E.S., Burrell, E., Hilton, G.M., Clark, N.A., Dodd, S.G., Hearn, R., Burton, N.H.K. & Wright, L.J. 

2016. Waterbird tracking work on the Severn Estuary in 2015/16 in relation to the proposed Tidal 

Lagoon Cardiff. Combined Ecology Research Report No. TLP10/05.08.2016. (Confidential peer-

reviewed report) 

Ross-Smith, V.H., Thaxter, C.B., Masden, E.A., Shamoun-Baranes, J., Burton, N.H.K., Wright, L.J., 

Rehfisch, M.M. & Johnston, A. 2016. A Bayesian analytical approach to modelling the flight heights of 

breeding Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Great Skuas from GPS tracking data. Journal of Applied Ecology 

53: 1676-1685  

Pearce-Higgins, J.W., Wright, L.J., Grant, M.C. & Douglas, D.J.T. 2016. The role of habitat change in 

driving black grouse Tetrao tetrix population declines across Scotland. Bird Study 63: 66-72. . 

Wright, L.J., Burton, N.H.K., Ross, K.E. & Atkinson, P.W. 2015. Scope of survey and modelling work for 

coastal birds to inform the Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed Cardiff tidal lagoon: 

Combined Ecology Research Report No. TLPL08/10.08.2015. 
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Burton, N.H.K., Ross, K.E., Wright, L.J. & Clark, N.A. 2015. A summary review of the survey and 

modelling methodology required to inform Environmental Impact Assessment and Habitats 

Regulations Assessment in relation to proposed tidal power lagoons on the Severn Estuary. Combined 

Ecology Research Report No. TLPL06/25.2.2015. Combined Ecology, Thetford. 

Wright, L.J., Newson, S.E. & Noble, D.G. 2014. The value of a random sampling design for annual 
monitoring of national populations of larger British terrestrial mammals. European Journal of 
Wildlife Research 60: 213-221. . 

Johnston, A., Cook, A.S.C.P., Wright, L.J., Humphreys, E.M. & Burton, N.H.K. 2014. Modelling flight 
heights of marine birds to more accurately assess collision risk with offshore wind turbines. Journal 
of Applied Ecology 51: 31-41 . 

Maclean, I.M.D., Inger, R., Benson, D., Booth, C.G., Embling, C.B., Grecian, W.J., Heymans, J.J., 

Plummer, K.E., Shackshaft, M., Sparling, C.E., Wilson, B., Wright, L.J., Bradbury, G., Christen, N., 

Godley, B.J., Jackson, A.C., McCluskie, A., Nicholls-Lee, R. & Bearhop, S. 2014. Resolving issues with 

environmental impact assessment of marine renewable energy installations. Frontiers in Marine 

Science 1: 75.  

Wright, L.J., Mendez, V. & Burton, N.H.K. 2014. Review of knowledge regarding the effect of major 
estuarine developments on bird populations with reference to proposals for an airport in the Thames 
Estuary. BTO Research Report No. 657. BTO, Thetford. . 

Cook, A.S.C.P., Still, D.A., Humphreys, E.M. & Wright, L.J. 2015. Review of evidence for identified 
seabird aggregations. JNCC Report. JNCC, Peterborough.  

Burton, N.H.K., Thaxter, C.B., Cook, A.S.C.P., Austin, G.E., Humphreys, E.M., Johnston, A., Still, D.A. & 

Wright, L.J. 2014. Ornithology technical report for the proposed Dogger Bank Teesside A and B offshore 

wind farm projects. BTO Research Report No. 643. BTO, Thetfor .  

Burton, N.H.K., Austin, G.E., Cook, A.S.C.P., Humphreys, E.M., Johnston, A., Morrison, C.A., Thaxter, 

C.B. & Wright, L.J. 2013. Ornithology technical report for the proposed Dogger Bank Creyke Beck 

offshore wind farm projects. BTO Research Report No. 630. BTO, Thetford.  

Cook, A.S.C.P., Thaxter, C.B., Wright, L.J., Moran, N.J., Burton, N.H.K., Andrews, J., Barker, S. & Cooke, 

F. 2012. Analysis of sea-watching data from Holme Bird Observatory, Norfolk. BTO Research Report 

No. 629. BTO, Thetford.  

Cook, A.S.C.P., Johnston, A., Wright, L.J. & Burton, N.H.K. 2012. A review of flight heights and 
avoidance rates of birds in relation to offshore wind farms. Strategic Ornithological Support Services 
project SOSS-02. BTO Research Report No. 618. BTO, Thetford.  

Wright, L.J., Ross-Smith, V.H., Austin, G.E., Massimino, D., Dadam, D., Cook, A.S.C.P., Calbrade, N.A. 
& Burton, N.H.K. 2012. Assessing the risk of offshore wind farm development to migratory birds 
designated as features of UK Special Protection Areas (and other Annex 1 species). Strategic 
Ornithological Support Services project SOSS-05. BTO Research Report No. 592. BTO, Thetford. 

 

Ross-Smith, V.H., Wright, L.J., Morrison, C.A., Calbrade, N.A., Burton, N.H.K., Fossette, S., Hays, G.C., 

Pierce, G.J., Learmonth, J.A., Macleod, C.D., Pita, C.B., Santos, M.B., Thomsen, I., Breen, P., Posen, P., 

Righton, D., Ellis, J.R., Hyder, K. & McCully, S.R. 2012. MB0114: Contribution of Marine Protected Areas 

to protecting highly mobile species in English waters. Defra, London.  

Smart, S.M., Pearce-Higgins, J.P., Wright, L.J., Comber, A.J., Howard, D.C., Maskell, L.C. & Jones, 
M.L.M. 2012. Exploring the Future: Phase 1 - scoping current and future use of spatial Decision 
Support Tools (sDST) for integrated planning for land-use, biodiversity and ecosystem services across 
England. Defra, London.  
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Cook, A.S.C.P., Wright, L.J., Moran, N.J., Burton, N.H.K., Andrews, J., Barker, S. & Cooke, F. 2011. 
Analysis of seawatching data from Holme Bird Observatory, Norfolk. Preliminary Report March 2011. 
BTO/Norfolk Ornithologists Association Report. BTO, Thetford. 

Wright, L.J., Banks, A.N. & Rehfisch, M.M. 2010. The status of introduced non-native waterbirds in 
Eurasia and Africa in 2007. BOU Proceedings – The Impacts of Non-native Species. . 

Burton, N.H.K., Thaxter, C.B., Cook, A.S.C.P., Austin, G.E., Wright, L.J. & Clark, N.A. 2010. Evaluating 
the potential impacts of tidal power schemes on estuarine waterbirds. BOU Proceedings – Climate 
Change and Birds.  

Wright, L.J. & Clark, N.A. 2010. Severn Tidal Power - SEA theme paper: Biodiversity effects and 
interrelationships. BTO (PB/BV Consortium) Paper to DECC. . 

Wright, L.J., Atkinson, P.W., Burton, N.H.K. & Clark, N.A. 2010. Severn Tidal Power – A strategic level 
review of the issues surrounding potential habitat creation mitigation / compensation measures for 
SPA waterbirds affected by tidal power development on the Severn Estuary. BTO (PB/BV Consortium) 
Paper to DECC.  

Clark, J.A., Robinson, R.A., du Feu, C., Wright, L.J., Conway, G.J., Blackburn, J.R., Leech, D.I., Barber, 
L.J., de Palacio, D., Griffin, B.M., Moss, D. & Schäfer, S. 2010. Bird ringing in Britain and Ireland in 
2009. Ringing & Migration 25: 88-127 . 

Risely, K., Baillie, S.R., Eaton, M.A., Joys, A.C., Musgrove, A.J., Noble, D.G., Renwick, A.R. & Wright, L.J. 

2010. The Breeding Bird Survey 2009. BTO Research Report No. 559. BTO, Thetford.  

Austin, G.E., Cook, A.S.C.P., Maclean, I.M.D., Mitchell, P.I., Rehfisch, M.M. & Wright, L.J. 2010. 
Healthy & Biologically Diverse Seas Evidence Group Technical Report Series: Evaluation and gap 
analysis of current and potential indicators for seabirds and waterbirds. JNCC, Peterborough. 

 

Wright, L.J., Hoblyn, R.A., Green, R.E., Bowden, C.G.R., Mallord, J.W., Sutherland, W.J. & Dolman, 
P.M. 2009. Importance of climatic and environmental change in the demography of a multi-brooded 
passerine, the woodlark Lullula arborea. Journal of Animal Ecology 78: 1191-1202.  

Maclean, I.M.D., Wright, L.J., Showler, D.A. & Rehfisch, M.M. 2009. A review of assessment 
methodologies for offshore windfarms. BTO Report Commissioned by COWRIE Ltd. . 

Wright, L.J., Austin, G.E., Maclean, I.M.D. & Burton, N.H.K. 2008. Waterbird populations on the 
Greater Thames Estuary: Numbers and trends by count sector. BTO Research Report No. 512. BTO, 
Thetford.  

Noble, D., Joys, A., Wright, L.J. & Everard, M. 2008. Development of wild bird indicators for 
freshwater wetlands and waterways: documentation of recommended and alternative approaches. 
BTO Research Report No. 506. BTO, Thetford. 

Austin, G.E., Calbrade, N.A., Rehfisch, M.M. & Wright, L.J. 2008. Humber Estuary SPA waterbird 
populations: Trend analyses by count sector. BTO Research Report No. 497. BTO, Thetford. 

 

Banks, A.N., Wright, L.J., Maclean, I.M.D. & Rehfisch, M.M. 2008. Review of the status of introduced 
non-native waterbird species in the area of the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement: 2007 update. 
BTO Research Report No. 489. BTO, Thetford.  

Wright, L.J., Hoblyn, R.A., Sutherland, W.J. & Dolman, P.M. 2007. Reproductive success of woodlarks 
Lullula arborea in traditional and recently colonised habitats. Bird Study 54: 315-323.  

Langston, R.H.W., Wotton, S.R., Conway, G.J., Wright, L.J., Mallord, J.W., Currie, F.A., Drewitt, A.L., 
Grice, P.V., Hoccom, D.G. & Symes, N. 2007. Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus and woodlark Lullula 
arborea – recovering species in Britain? Ibis 149 (Suppl. 2): 250-260 . 
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Wright, L.J. 2006. Demography and productivity of woodlarks Lullula arborea in Breckland. PhD Thesis, 

University of East . 

Robinson, J.A., Aldridge, N.S., Wright, L. & Culzac, L.G. 2003. Invertebrate food supply and breeding 
success of mallards Anas platyrhynchos at flooded gravel quarries in southern Britain. Ardea 91: 3-9. 

 

Jarrett, N., Mason, V., Wright, L. & Levassor, V. 2003. Using egg density and egg mass techniques for 
incubation stage assessment to predict hatch dates of greater flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber roseus 
eggs. Wildfowl 54: 131-142.  




